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SMALLBURGH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Chambers, 

Stcdham, 

Norwich. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1959. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  mid-year  population 
as  18,200,  compared  with  18,110  last  year.  There  were  210  live 
births  and  188  deaths,  giving  a  natural  increase  of  22. 

That  the  district  remains  a  healthy  one  is  shown  by  the  low 
death  rate,  and  the  longevity  of  the  majority  of  the  residents  is 
well  known. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  again  cardio-vascular 
disease  and  the  cancers.  The  former  may  be  considered  a  degen¬ 
erative  disease,  that  is,  a  disease  of  old  age  in  many  cases,  but 
coronary  thrombosis  too  frequently  cuts  short  the  career  of  men 
in  their  prime.  The  preventive  value  of  exercise— the  use  of  the 
feet  rather  than  the  motor  car — and  avoidance  of  a  diet  too  rich 
in  animal  fat  (the  frying  pan  should  be  used  sparingly)  are  the 
two  main  known  facts  concerned  in  prevention.  The  cancers  are 
almost  invariably  painless  in  their  early  stages  and  to  give  modern 
methods  their  best  chance,  diagnosis  and  treatment  must  be  early. 
Unusual  swellings,  persistent  hoarseness,  changes  in  digestive 
and  bowel  habit  and  any  unusual  or  persistent  cough  or  bleeding 
from  any  site  should  be  reported  to  the  doctor  directly.  Such 
symptoms  may  well  be  harmless,  but  it  is  wise  to  make  sure. 

We  have  good  cause  to  hope  that  the  big  effort  put  into 
immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  will  have  very  largely  elimin¬ 
ated  death  and  maiming  from  this  cause.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
injury  on  the  roads  cannot  be  prevented  in  the  same  way.  In 
England  and  Wales  in  1958,  15  deaths  a  day  were  caused  by  motor 
vehicle  accidents.  The  deaths  due  to  drowning  on  the  Broads 
and  the  sea  which  occur  each  year  are  equally  lamentable. 
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Tetanus  immunisation  is  now  being  carried  out  as  a  routine 
for  infants  by  family  doctors  and  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  by 
means  of  a  triple  vaccine,  giving  protection  against  whooping 
cough  and  diphtheria  as  well  as  tetanus.  School  children  who 
require  a  boost  against  diphtheria  are  offered  tetanus  immunisa¬ 
tion  at  the  same  time.  It  is  wise  also  for  adults  to  be  immunised 
against  tetanus  as  there  are  no  ill-effects  from  the  immunisation, 
and  although  the  risk  of  infection  is  only  in  the  region  of  1  in 
65,000,  nevertheless  it  is  higher  in  East  Anglia  than  elsewhere  in 
the  country. 

One  group  of  individuals  who  require  immunisation  urgently 
are  those  who,  following  some  injury,  are  given  a  "  shot  ”  of  ATS 
or  serum  to  prevent  tetanus  arising  from  that  injury.  The  latter 
may  be  given  by  the  general  practitioner  or  hospital  out-patient 
department  and  will  give  protection  for  about  six  weeks.  This 
“  passive  ”  immunity  then  fades  off  and  should  be  followed  by 
“  active  ”  immunity  conferred  by  immunisation.  The  serum  or 
ATS  is  not  without  risk  because  it  contains  foreign  protein  from 
horse  serum  and  people  can  become  sensitive  to  it,  particularly 
if  it  has  to  be  given  again  after  another  injury.  The  material 
used  for  “  active  ”  immunisation  on  the  other  hand  does  not 
contain  any  serum,  cannot  lead  to  sensitivity  and  gives  permanent 
immunisation  when  a  full  course  with  booster  doses  has  been 
given.  A  full  course  is  three  injections  with  booster  doses  every 
five  years.  Those  people  who  have  had  a  course  of  injections  do 
not  require  serum  or  ATS  after  a  wound  and  they  should  inform 
their  doctor  of  their  injections  if  they  consult  him  about  an 
injury. 

The  attention  given  to  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis 
and  tetanus  should  not  be  allowed  to  distract  from  the  impoidance 
of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against 
smallpox. 

After  such  serious  topics,  the  subject  of  dental  decay  may 
seem  a  trivial  matter,  but  it  is  not.  It  is  extremely  serious 
because  it  can  damage  the  health  of  the  individual  to  a  consider¬ 
able  extent  and  also  because  dental  decay  is  so  wide-spread  as  to 
be  almost  universal.  The  dental  man-power,  particularly  that  of 
the  public  dental  services,  is  quite  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
problem  of  treatment  ;  prevention  is  the  only  real  answer. 

Fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  would  help  greatly,  but 
until  that  is  general  the  importance  of  cleaning  the  teeth  should 
be  repeatedly  stressed.  It  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  we  all 
cleaned  our  teeth  after  all  meals  and  ate  no  sugar  or  starch  between 
meals  without  cleaning  them  again.  Finishing  off  a  meal  with  a 
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raw  apple  or  raw  carrot  is  a  very  sensible  habit,  and  the  “  rinse 
and  swallow  ”  technique  with  water  is  the  next  best  thing  to 
cleaning  the  teeth,  but  the  teeth  should  always  be  cleaned  last 
thing  every  night. 

Living  in  the  country  is,  generally  speaking,  healthier  than 
living  in  the  town,  although  the  common  causes  of  incapacity  for 
work,  namely,  bronchitis,  arthritis  and  rheumatism,  affect  country¬ 
man  as  well  as  the  townsman.  Certain  hazards  are  peculiar  to 
the  countryside.  Raw  milk,  that  is  unpasteurised  milk,  is  a 
possible  source  of  undulant  fever  and  of  Q  fever,  but  boiling  will 
kill  off  these  organisms.  Another  danger  is  that  from  empty 
containers  of  poisons  used  in  agriculture.  A  great  many  of  these 
are  used  throughout  the  countryside  and  it  is  possible  for  children 
and  other  members  of  the  public  to  obtain  them  and,  in  some  cases, 
come  to  harm  from  contents  remaining  inside. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  as  in  previous 
years,  and  the  Clerk,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  efficient  help  and 
painstaking  work  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  R.  HOLTBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area. — (in  acres)  70,017.  The  administrative  centre  of  the 
area  is  at  Stalham,  with  a  surrounding  district  which  is  entirely 
rural  in  character,  with  Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming  as  the 
main  industry.  The  district  includes  a  large  area  of  the  Broads. 
13  miles  of  coastline  and  many  historical  villages  which  attract 
many  thousands  of  visitors  during  the  holiday  season. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the 
population  for  the  mid-year  1959  as  18,200,  giving  a  population 
density  of  .26  per  acre. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  According  to  the  Rate 
Book,  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  district  is  6,660, 
the  Rateable  Value  being  £167,288.  The  sum  represented  by  a 
Penny  Rate  is  £682  2s.  2d. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  acres  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  70,017 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-June  estimate)  18,200 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Book  . .  6,660 

Rateable  Value . £167,288 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  £682  2s.  2d. 


Smallburgh 

England 

Live  Births — 

R.D.C. 

and  Wales 

Number 

210 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total 

13.27  (corrected) 

16.5 

live  births 

Stillbirths — 

4.76% 

Number 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

23.25 

20.7 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

215 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 

3 

births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

14.29 

22.0 

legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

15.00 

illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 

Nil 

weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 

9.52 

15.8 

under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  1  week  combined  per 

4.76 

1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion — 

27.90 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

0.00 
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Deaths  from  Special  Diseases — 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  Analysis  of  Mortality  and  Case  Rates 
Certain  Diseases  in  the  year  1959. 


Births — 

Live 

Still  . 

Deaths — 

All  causes 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis 
Influenza 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis) 

Pneumonia 
Coronary  Disease 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 


England 
and  Wales 

Smallburgh 

R.D.C. 

(crude) 

Rates  per  1 ,000  population 

16.5 

11.54 

\  - 

0.27 

/  20.7  (a) 

23.25  (a) 

11.6 

10.33 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.08 

0.00 

0.17 

0.22 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

0.49 

1 .87 

0.93 

0.46 

0.44 

Smallburgh  R.D.C. 


Rates  per  1,000  population 


Notifications  (corrected) — 

Typhoid  Fever  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . .  . .  .  .  . .  0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection  . .  . .  . .  0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.77 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  0.05 

Diphtheria  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  0.00 

Erysipelas  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.16 

Smallpox  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0.00 

Measles  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  12.86 

Pneumonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.16 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis)  . .  0.00 

Food  Poisoning  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.00 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  .  .  . .  .  .  0.00 

Dysentery  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.16 

Jaundice  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.05 


(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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Individual  Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Tuberculosis — respiratory 

Tuberculosis- — other  .  .  . .  . .  - 

Syphilitic  disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

Diphtheria  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

Whooping  Cough  . .  .  .  . .  . .  - 

Meningococcal  infections  . .  . .  . .  - 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  - 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


Malignant  neoplasms  of  stomach  . .  . .  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . .  6 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  16 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . .  14 

Coronary  disease — angina  . .  . .  . .  10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . .  . .  1 

Other  heart  diseases  . .  . .  .  .  11 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . .  . .  . .  4 

Influenza  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

Bronchitis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  .  .  1 


Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Congenital  malformation 


Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . .  8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . .  . .  .  .  - 

All  other  accidents  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Suicide  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes  . .  .  .  87 


Female 


2 

6 

1 

6 

2 

1 

25 

7 

1 

24 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 


2 

6 

2 


101 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  1959  and  previous  Years. 
Comparative  Table  with  England  and  Wales  for  past  10  years 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

England 

Smallburgh 

England 

Smallburgh 

England 

Smallburgh 

<5-  Wales 

R.D.C. 

[crude) 

&■  Wales 

R.D.C. 

(crude) 

&■  Wales 

R.D.C. 

1950 

15.8 

15.2 

11.6 

12.88 

29.8 

15.4 

1951 

15.5 

15.1 

12.5 

12.8 

29.4 

32.1 

1952 

15.3 

13.92 

11.3 

10.73 

27.6 

55.3* 

1953 

15.5 

12.85 

11.4 

9.87 

26.8 

21 .46 

1954 

15.2 

14.12 

11.3 

9.80 

25.5 

19.38 

1955 

15.0 

11.98 

11.7 

11.04 

24.9 

13.8 

1956 

15.6 

11.51 

11.7 

9.62 

23.8 

14.5 

1957 

16.1 

12.96 

11.5 

9.76 

23.1 

34.0 

1958 

16.4 

12.98 

11.7 

11.42 

22.6 

29.8 

1959 

16.5 

11.54 

11.6 

10.33 

22.0 

28.5 

•  Exactly  half  of  this  figure  was  due  to  Prematurity. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 
SERVICES. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 


Smallburgh  Rural  District  is  included  with  North  Walsham 
Urban  District  and  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural  District  to  form 
No.  1  Area  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  duties  for 
which  the  County  Health  Authority  has  accepted  responsibility. 
The  duties  include  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Mid¬ 
wifery  Service,  Health  Visiting  Service,  Home  Nursing  Service, 
Ambulance  Service,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Prevention 
of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care,  Domestic  Health  Service  and 
Mental  Health  Service.  Some  of  these  services,  along  with  the 
School  Service  in  the  area,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Area 
Medical  Officer,  who  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
three  County  Districts  comprising  Area  No.  1  referred  to  above. 


There  are  two  Health  Visitors  and  seven  District  Nurses  with 
Centres  established  at  the  following  places  : — 


Infant  Welfare 

Catfield  . . 
Felmingham  . 
Hickling 
Horning  .  . 
Hoveton 

Stalham  . . 
Worstead 


Centres. 

Village  Hall 
.  Village  Hall 

.  Village  Hall 

.  Village  Hall 

.  Village  Hall 


Church  Room 
Sir  Harold  Harms 
worth  Memor.  Hall  1st  Friday 


3rd  Thursday  each  month. 
Last  Tuesday  ,,  ,, 

1st  Wednesday  ,,  ,, 

3rd  Monday  ,,  ,, 

3rd  Wednesday  alternate 

months 

3rd  Wednesday  each  month 


Voluntary  Weighing  Centres. 

Bacton  . .  . .  The  Hall 


East  Ruston 
Happisburgh 
Scottow 


The  Hall 
Church  Room . . 
R.A.F., 
Coltishall  . . 


2nd  Friday 
2nd  Thursday 
2nd  Tuesday 

1st  Monday 


A  doctor  attends  all  Clinics  where  there  is  an  attendance  of 
25  or  over. 


Other  Treatment  Centres. 

Treatment  Centres  are  established  as  follows  : — 

Hoveton  S.M.  School  Stalham  S.M.  School 
Dental  Clinics  . .  4  sessions  weekly  1  session  weekly 

Speech  Clinics  . .  —  1  session  weekly 
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General  Welfare. 

A  Welfare  Officer  with  established  offices  at  Stalham  and 
North  Walsham  has  maintained  contact  with  the  general  public 
throughout  the  year. 


Local  village  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  have  organised 
Old  People’s  Clubs  at  Potter  Heigham,  Hickling,  Bacton, 
Worstead,  Swanton  Abbot,  Stalham,  Felmingham,  Sea  Palling, 
Ludham,  Horning,  Hoveton,  Smallburgh  and  Dilham,  and  these 
prove  a  useful  medium  by  which  the  Welfare  Officer  can  maintain 
contact  with  the  aged  residents  of  each  village.  The  Welfare 
Officer  is  anxious  to  see  such  Clubs  established  in  all  the  villages 
in  the  area  and  he  is  only  too  willing  to  give  assistance  to  this  end. 


Contact  has  been  regularly  maintained  during  the  year  with 
the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council  Officers  and  especially 
with  the  Clerk,  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Rent  Collector. 
By  working  together  it  has  often  been  possible  to  effect  very 
satisfactory  results,  especially  with  threatened  eviction  cases.  It 
has  not  been  necessary  to  provide  residential  accommodation 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  for  evicted  families 
during  the  year. 


The  average  number  of  cases  assisted  each  week  under  the 
Norfolk  County  Council’s  Home  Help  Scheme  was  11  and  other 
cases  have  been  given  domestic  assistance  by  arrangement  with 
the  National  Assistance  Board.  The  number  of  persons  admitted 
to  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  and  County  Homes  was  30.  The  Welfare 
Officer  is  also  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  under  the  Lunacy  Acts 
and  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  in  this  capacity  he  has  made 
numerous  domiciliary  visits  to  mental  defectives  living  in  the 
community  and  to  patients  discharged  from,  or  on  leave  from, 
mental  hospitals. 


Ambulance  Service. 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
and  British  Red  Cross  Society,  as  agents  of  the  County  Council. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Health 
Authority  and  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and  by 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  for  Laboratory  investigations  are  to  be  had  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich,  who  are 
the  suppliers  of  lymph  for  vaccination. 


National  Assistance  (1948)  Act,  Section  47.  (Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention). 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

(Contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector). 

Water  Supply. 

Once  again  it  is  possible  to  report  upon  a  year  of  satisfactory 
progress  in  the  provision  and  planning  of  the  water  supply  services 
for  the  district.  The  Area  ‘A’  Stage  II  mains  extension  contract 
and  three  mains  extensions  at  Ludham,  Potter  Heigham  and 
Worstead  were  completed  during  1959,  439  connections  were  made 
to  the  mains,  making  a  total  of  1,045  in  the  past  two  years,  and 
an  Iron  Removal  Plant  was  provided  at  the  Catfield  Headworks. 
Schemes  for  further  extensions  at  Barton  lurf  and  Irstead  and 
for  33  miles  of  mains  in  other  parts  of  the  district  were  finally 
agreed  late  in  the  year,  with  other  guaranteed  extensions  at 
Walcot  and  Ludham  also  receiving  approval. 

The  Barton  Turf  and  Irstead  extensions  will  be  fed  by  bulk 
supplies  from  the  Norwich  City  mains,  with  the  other  new  exten¬ 
sions  taking  their  supplies  from  either  East  Ruston  or  Catfield, 
except  at  Felmingham,  Skeyton  and  part  of  Swanton  Abbot, 
where  a  bulk  supply  will  be  taken  on  the  Felmingham  boundary 
from  the  Erpingham  Rural  District  Council.  This  latter  supply 
proposal  replaces  the  previous  plan  for  the  extension  of  the  bulk 
supply  from  Norwich  City  through  the  present  Swanton  Abbot 
mains.  An  enlarged  main  through  Felmingham  will  allow  a  bulk 
supply  to  be  given  to  the  North  \\  alsham  L  rban  District  Council 
instead  of  the  supply  previously  suggested  from  the  East  Ruston 
Headworks. 

When  the  above  further  mains  extensions  are  laid  the  Council’s 
major  works  in  the  provision  of  mains  water  supply  for  the  district 
will  be  complete,  although  there  will  still  be  a  number  of  isolated 
properties  and  areas  without  public  supplies. 

The  headworks  at  East  Ruston  and  Catfield,  about  which 
details  were  given  in  the  1957  report,  continued  throughout  the 
year  to  give  adequate  and  satisfactory  supplies.  Some  discoloura¬ 
tion  was  present  in  the  water  from  the  Catfield  source,  even 
though  improved  by  the  temporary  aeration  measures  brought 
into  use  in  1958.  The  new  iron  removal  plant  should  completely 
cure  this  trouble  by  the  end  of  1960. 

Bulk  supplies  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  the 
Norwich  City  mains  for  the  parishes  of  Dilham,  Swanton  Abbot 
and  Worstead,  and  a  supply  at  Potter  Heigham  bridge  from  the 
Smallburgh  mains  was  given  to  the  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural 
District  Council. 
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The  practice  of  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  all 
sources  of  mains  water  supply  at  least  once  each  week  continued 
throughout  the  year,  with  check  samples  for  chemical  examination 
obtained  quarterly.  Only  minor  trouble  was  found  on  one 
section  of  main,  but  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  from  private 
supplies  still  show  that  the  position  where  no  mains  water  is 
available  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  1959  increased  by  48 
over  the  previous  year’s  total  to  291,  and  the  results  obtained  can 
be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Chemical  Bacteriological 

Examination  Examination 


Result. 

Private 

Public 

Private 

Public 

Supply 

Supply 

Supply 

Supply 

Satisfactory 

. 

12 

53 

194 

Unsatisfactory  . 

. 

- 

29 

3 

Information  about  the  properties  supplied  with  mains  water 
is  given  below,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  none  of  the  parishes 
is  completely  covered  by  mains  and  in  consequence  many 
properties  off  route  cannot  take  a  public  supply.  Also  many  of 
the  larger  properties  and  some  blocks  of  seaside  dwellings  have 
their  own  deep  bore  supplies  and  further  at  31st  December,  1959, 
the  latest  connection  schemes  had  only  been  partly  completed. 
The  estimated  number  of  hereditaments  in  each  parish  also  in¬ 
cludes  many  properties  which  do  not  require  a  supply  of  water. 

The  information  relating  to  the  Norwich  City  statutory  area 
of  supply  was  kindly  supplied  by  the  City  Waterworks  Engineer 
and  Manager. 
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Parishes  served 
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NORWICH  CITY  STATUTORY  AREA 


ASHMANHAUGH 

54 

150 

27 

4 

1 

HORNING 

349 

800 

229 

1* 

31 

1 

HOVETON 

648 

1460 

460 

— 

39 

2 

NEATISHEAD  .  . 

192 

460 

94 

— 

6 

1 

SCOTTOW 

230 

1350 

160 

9 

7 

— 

SLOLEY  . . 

71 

220 

39 

— 

5 

1 

SMALLBURGH  .. 

143 

410 

83 

— 

13 

1 

TUNSTEAD 

162 

500 

110 

— 

19 

1 

BULK  SUPPLY  AREAS 

DILHAM  .. 

114 

330 

48 

_ 

4 

1 

SW ANTON  ABBOT 

135 

340 

85 

— 

13 

— 

WESTWICK 

50 

150 

i 

— 

1 

— 

WORSTEAD 

281 

740 

140 

— 

16 

1 

CATFIELD  SUPPLY  AREA 

CATFIELD 

238 

680 

138 

_ 

34 

1 

HICKLING 

305 

800 

199 

— 

23 

1 

LUDHAM  .. 

355 

990 

163 

6 

20 

1 

POTTER  HEIGHAM 

296 

690 

114 

80 

22 

1 

STALH AM . . 

515 

1230 

398 

15* 

30 

2 

SUTTON  . . 

162 

470 

79 

— 

16 

1 

EAST  RUSTON 

SUPPLY  AREA 

BACTON  . . 

516 

860 

225 

_ 

28 

3 

BRUMSTEAD  . . 

30 

75 

2 

1 

— 

— 

EAST  RUSTON  .. 

190 

490 

109 

2 

21 

1 

HAPPISBURGH  . . 

463 

920 

328 

2 

26 

1 

HORSEY  . . 

43 

180 

36 

1 

9 

— 

INGHAM  . . 

134 

390 

110 

1 

20 

1 

KNAPTON 

105 

290 

50 

1 

6 

1 

LESSINGHAM  . . 

239 

290 

41 

— 

13 

1 

PASTON  . . 

106 

300 

58 

— 

5 

— 

SEA  PALLING  . . 

252 

480 

163 

1* 

27 

1 

SWAFIELD 

100 

330 

41 

— 

1 

— 

TRUNCH  . . 

141 

370 

64 

— 

8 

— 

WITTON  . . 

140 

320 

59 

2 

6 

— 

PARISH  SCHEME 

HONING  .. 

.  . 

123 

330 

39 

-  1 

3 

1 

*  Includes  Public  Drinking  Fountains.  Building  and  temporary  supplies 
are  excluded  from  the  above  figures. 
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Sewerage. 

Some  slight  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  this  field 
by  the  completion  in  November  of  the  first  stage  of  the  Swanton 
Abbot  sewerage  scheme.  The  response  by  the  end  of  the  year  for 
connections  to  the  new  sewers,  in  addition  to  the  Council  houses, 
was  very  satisfactory.  Stalham  and  a  small  part  of  Sutton  and  a 
number  of  Council  housing  estates  served  by  21  small  plants  are, 
however,  the  only  other  parts  of  the  district  with  main  drainage, 
except  a  few  properties  on  the  Trunch  boundary  with  Erpingham 
Rural  District,  which  have  connections  to  the  Mundesley  sewers. 
Although  little  progress  was  made  with  the  proposed  scheme  for 
Hoveton,  which  has  been  under  consideration  for  many  years,  it 
is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  neither  this  scheme  nor  the 
needs  of  the  remainder  of  the  district  have  been  forgotten,  for  the 
Council,  following  a  report  by  the  Development  Committee, 
accepted  a  proposal  for  a  long  term  programme  for  the  provision 
of  sewerage  to  many  parts  of  the  district  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
over  £500,000. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

No  major  alterations  were  made  during  1959  in  the  scheme 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  nightsoil  and  cesspool 
contents  which  in  its  amended  form  was  reported  upon  fully  in 
1957.  The  new  x'efuse  vehicles  of  larger  capacity  and  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  five  day  week  for  the  staff,  with  the  necessary 
adjustments  of  rounds,  did  bring  some  improvements  without  any 
apparent  disadvantages,  but  as  in  previous  years  difficulties  were 
still  experienced  in  the  summer  months  when  the  very  fine  weather 
brought  larger  numbers  of  visitors  with  consequent  further  in¬ 
creases  in  the  bulk  of  refuse,  particularly  from  the  Broads  and 
coastal  parishes. 

The  replacement  of  the  700  gallon  petrol  driven  cesspool 
vehicle  with  a  new  1,000  gallon  diesel  tanker  brought  relief  to  this 
section  of  the  service,  but  here  again  increased  calls  resulted  in 
record  figures  for  the  removal  of  about  2f  million  gallons  of  liquid 
in  2,809  loads. 


No.  of 
Cesspools 
Emptied 

No.  of 

Loads 

Removed 

No.  of 
Loads 
Chargeable 

Private  . . 

1,002 

(853) 

1,505  (1,061) 

840  (654) 

Council  . . 

524 

(582) 

1,304  (1,476) 

1,165  (1,377) 

Total  . . 

1,526  (1,435) 

2,809  (2,537) 

2,005  (2,031) 
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The  labour  strength  of  14  men,  with  a  holiday  relief  loader 
for  the  summer  period,  was  the  same  as  in  recent  years. 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  vehicle  fleet  in  use  in  1959, 
which  travelled  62,076  miles  and  used  7,063  gallons  of  petrol  and 
diesel  oil  in  the  collection,  pumping  and  disposal  of  all  types  of 
refuse. 

2,  1,000  gallon  diesel  cesspool  emptiers  with  nightsoil  attachment. 
1,  12  cubic  yard  diesel  refuse  collection  vehicle. 

4,  10  cubic  yard  petrol  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

1,  7  cubic  yard  petrol  refuse  collection  vehicle  (emergency  use  only). 
1,  10  cubic  yard  refuse  trailer  (at  Potter  Heigham  Bridge). 

1,  Fordson  Major  diesel  tractor  with  bucket  and  blade. 

The  Development  Committee’s  proposals,  timed  to  come  into 
operation  at  the  1st  April,  1960,  for  the  extension  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  refuse,  nightsoil  and  cesspool  scheme,  were  accepted 
by  the  Council  during  the  year  and  orders  were  placed  for  two 
1,000  gallon  cesspool  emptiers  and  two  12  cubic  yard  refuse 
collectors,  all  diesel  powered.  The  new  arrangements  will  give 
especially  good  services  to  the  area,  comparable  with  those  in  use 
in  any  small  district  in  the  country.  Where  possible  at  least 
once  weekly  collections  of  nightsoil  and  refuse  will  be  given  and 
an  improved  cesspool  emptying  service  provided. 

Public  Conveniences. 

(a)  Bacton. 

After  considerable  delays,  including  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
builder  originally  engaged  for  these  conveniences,  and  difficulties 
in  obtaining  completion  by  his  successor,  the  new  building  was 
opened  in  June,  1959.  By  31st  December  the  takings  had 
amounted  to  £31  3s.  9d. 

(b)  Happisburgh. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  consideration  was  being  given  to  the 
provision  of  public  conveniences  and  a  car  park  in  this  parish 
following  the  generous  offer  by  a  local  landowner,  to  the  Council, 
for  a  modest  sum,  of  a  half-acre  plot  at  Beach  Road. 

(c)  Hoveton. 

The  year’s  takings  of  £197  0s.  2d.  again  proved  the  very  useful 
purpose  served  by  these  conveniences,  which  were  taken  over  in 
1957  by  the  Council  from  Messrs.  Roys.  Much  unnecessary 
minor  damage  was  again  caused  to  the  building  and  fittings  by 
irresponsible  members  of  the  community. 
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(d)  Stalham. 

Authority  was  given  by  the  Council  on  the  report  of  the 
Development  Committee  for  the  provision  of  conveniences  in 
Stalham  during  the  next  financial  year. 

(e)  Walcot. 

A  tender  for  the  building  of  conveniences  at  Walcot  Gap  was 
accepted  during  the  year  and  work  on  them  was  well  in  hand  at 
31st  December. 

(  f  )  Remainder  of  the  District. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  hopes  expressed  in 
recent  years  for  the  provision  of  additional  public  conveniences 
in  the  coastal  and  Broads  parishes  are  considerably  nearer  fulfil¬ 
ment  by  the  acceptance,  during  1959,  of  the  Development  Com¬ 
mittee’s  recommendation,  which  included,  in  addition  to  the 
erection  of  conveniences  at  Happisburgh  and  Stalham,  as  men¬ 
tioned  above,  new  buildings  at  Horning,  Lessingham,  Ludham 
and  Potter  Heigham  when  sewerage  is  available. 

To  a  certain  extent  the  needs  of  the  public,  particularly 
during  the  summer  months,  were  again  satisfied  by  the  use  of 
conveniences  at  licensed  premises,  through  the  kindness  of  the 
Brewery  Companies  and  their  licensees. 

Complaints  and  Nuisances. 

Of  the  168  complaints  received  during  the  year,  71  were 
found  to  be  justified  and  the  necessary  action  was  taken  to  obtain 
abatement  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  found.  Three  com¬ 
plaints  not  the  concern  of  the  Rural  District  Council  were  passed 
on  to  the  bodies  or  authorities  concerned. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  Council’s  full-time  rat  catcher  again  had  a  very  busy 
year,  investigating  complaints  and  carrying  out  routine  inspections 
and  treatments  of  dwelling-houses,  shops,  factories,  agricultural 
holdings,  refuse  tips  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  clearance 
of  infestations  of  rats  and  mice. 

During  1959  the  following  visits  and  treatments  were  carried 


out  : — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  during  the  year  . .  3,250 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  .  .  .  .  1,071 

Number  of  pre-baits  laid  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26,953 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13,013 

Total  number  of  visits  by  the  operator  . .  .  .  7,229 
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Payments  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  services  of 
the  operative  at  business  properties  amounted  to  £16  10s.  Od. 

THE  CONTROL  OF  CAMPING  AND  OF  MOVEABLE 

DWELLINGS. 

Much  time  was  again  spent  by  the  staff  in  298  visits  to  26 
sites  licensed  for  the  use  of  over  400  dwellings,  and  to  75  plots 
licensed  for  single  dwellings.  Conditions  were  generally  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  no  complaints  of  a  major  nature  were 
received.  The  figures  again  show  an  increase  over  previous  years, 
but  do  not,  of  course,  give  an  entirely  true  picture  of  the  situation, 
for  much  caravanning  and  camping,  particularly  during  August, 
took  place  in  the  district  on  sites  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
licensing  provisions. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

There  were  155  premises  storing  93,970  gallons  of  petrol  in 
the  district  during  1959,  for  which  £83  2s.  6d.  was  received  by  way 
of  fees.  195  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year 
for  the  purposes  of  bringing  up  to  date  the  storage  accommodation 
in  accordance  with  the  memorandum  issued  by  the  Home  Office 
a  year  or  two  ago. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

(Contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector). 

The  country-wide  programme  for  the  closure  and  demolition 
of  unfit  dwellings  should  shortly  be  coming  to  a  close  and  a  further 
review  of  the  position  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future.  The 
progress  made  in  the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  since  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  the  1954  Report  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  can  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  dwellings  scheduled  as  unfit  in  1954  . .  . .  316 

No.  of  dwellings  found  unfit  since  1954  . .  . .  . .  54 

No.  of  unfit  dwellings  in  amended  programme  . .  . .  370 

No.  of  above  dwellings  made  fit  for  habitation  . .  . .  37 

No.  of  above  dwellings  demolished  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

No.  of  above  dwellings  closed  (undertakings  and  orders)  . .  92 

No.  of  dwellings  upon  which  action  is  complete  . .  . .  245 

No.  of  occupied  dwellings  which  are  the  subject  of  demo¬ 
lition  orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  29 

No.  of  occupied  dwellings  which  are  the  subject  of  closing 

orders  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  16 

No.  of  occupied  dwellings  which  are  the  subject  of  under¬ 
takings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  10 

No.  of  occupied  dwellings  not  yet  represented  . .  . .  26 

No.  of  occupied  dwellings  upon  which  action  is  not  com¬ 
plete  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  81 

No.  of  unoccupied  dwellings  which  are  the  subject  of 

demolition  orders  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  43 

No.  of  unoccupied  dwellings  which  are  not  yet  represented  1 

No.  of  unoccupied  dwellings  upon  which  action  is  not  com¬ 
plete  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 
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Summarised  details  of  the  work  of  the  department  in  1959 
are  given  below. 


No.  of  dwellings  inspected  under  the  Housing  and  Public 

Health  Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  147 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  . .  . .  583 

No.  of  dwellings  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  17 

No.  of  defective  dwellings  made  fit  by  informal  action  . .  113 

No.  of  defective  dwellings  made  fit  by  formal  action  .  .  3 

No.  of  dwellings  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  . .  17 

No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  12 

No.  of  dwellings  demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  1 
No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 

accepted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

No.  of  dwellings  closed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

No.  of  families  re-housed  from  unfit  dwellings  . .  .  .  4 

No.  of  persons  re-housed  from  unfit  dwellings  . .  . .  20 

No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . .  . .  . .  NIL 


The  Council’s  decision,  taken  some  time  ago,  not  to  build 
any  further  dwellings  until  loan  rates  had  fallen  has,  no  doubt, 
held  back  the  re-housing  of  some  families  ;  neither  has  the  position 
been  improved  by  the  reluctance  of  some  aged  persons  to  move  to 
alternative  accommodation. 


At  31st  December,  1959,  the  Council  owned  1,361  dwellings, 
as  follows  : — 


1919  Assisted  Scheme  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

1923  Acts .  6 

1924  Acts . 412 

1931  (Rural  Authorities)  Act  . .  . .  . .  28 

Slum  Clearance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

1936  Act  (Overcrowding)  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

1938  Act  (Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance)  . .  3 

(Accommodation  of  members  of 

aggregate  population)  . .  . .  19 

Not  subsidised  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

1946  Act  (a)  Permanent  . .  . .  . .  620 

(b)  Aluminium  bungalows  . .  . .  50 


1,361 
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During  the  year  the  Council  decided  as  part  of  the  accepted 
development  programme  to  take  advantage  of  the  improvement 
grant  provision  of  the  new  Housing  Act  and  gradually  modernise, 
over  the  years,  the  pre-war  Council  houses,  the  majority  of  which 
at  present  lack  modern  sanitary  conveniences.  A  substantial 
increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  grant  in  respect  of 
private  dwellings  can  be  recorded  for  1959,  requiring  283  visits  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  department.  Details  of  the  applica¬ 
tions  dealt  with  and  grants  given  during  the  year  are  given  below. 


Type  of 
Grant 

No.  of 
Applica¬ 
tions 

No.  refused 
or 

withdrawn 

No. 

approved 

Cost  of 
Works 

Value  of 
Grants 
Approved 

Discretionary 

48 

1 

47 

£31,297 

£14,077 

Standard  .  . 

19 

- 

19 

£4,124 

£1,954 

Total 

67 

1 

66 

£35,421 

£16,031 

22 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(Contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector). 

Food  Premises. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  1955,  423  visits  were  made  to  the  217  food  premises  in  use 
in  the  rural  district.  Conditions  at  these  premises  were  found  to 
be  generally  satisfactory,  with  many  improvements  being  carried 
out. 

Broadly,  the  food  premises  of  the  district  can  be  classified  as 
follows  : — 


2 

14 

6 

26 

108 

61 


Bakeries 
Butchers’  Shops 
Fish  Shops 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Grocers  and  General  Stores 
Licensed  Premises 


Milk. 


34  distributors  were  supplying  milk  by  retail  in  the  rural 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year.  28  were  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin 
Tested  and  Pasteurised,  2  to  sell  Pasteurised  only  and  4  to  sell 
Tuberculin  Tested  only. 

Brucella  abortus  organisms  were  found  in  milk  from  a  herd 
of  cows  and  it  was  necessary  to  require  heat  treatment  of  the 
supply  before  sale. 

Ice  Cream. 

169  visits  in  all  were  made  to  the  68  premises  registered  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  all  of  which  is  pre-packed  and 
received  from  reputable  manufacturers.  Only  one  premises  is 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  this  type  of  food. 

Preserved  Foods. 

51  visits  in  all  were  made  to  the  16  premises  registered  for  the 
preparation  and  manufacture  of  preserved  food  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

(a)  Slaughterhouses. 

Despite  an  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year  by  over  3,000,  to  a  new  record  total  for  the  district 
of  18,630,  it  was  again  possible,  with  a  considerable  number  of 
visits  outside  normal  office  hours,  to  achieve  100  per  cent,  in¬ 
spection  of  all  the  carcases  and  offal.  Fortunately,  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  slaughterhouse  owners,  the  number  of  visits 
was  slightly  reduced  to  931,  but  the  great  many  late  night  and 
Sunday  inspections  necessary  still  remained  an  onerous  task  for 
the  additional  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  quality  of  meat  passing  through  the  four  slaughterhouses 
in  use  was  again  of  very  high  standard  and  only  8  tons,  13  cwts. 
86  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal  was  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  disposal  of  unsound 
meat  and  offals  as  a  reputable  firm  from  another  district  made 
regular  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses  and  collected  the  condemned 
material  for  processing  and  manufacture  into  animal  foods  and 
fertilizers.  The  small  amount  of  condemned  meat  and  offals 
from  the  smaller  slaughterhouses  was  collected  and  buried  on  one 
or  other  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 

At  31st  December,  1959,  there  were  15  slaughtermen  licensed 
by  the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council. 

(b)  Other  Foods. 

No  large  stocks  of  other  foods  were  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  and  the  458  cans  of  various  types 
declared  unsatisfactory  were  buried  on  one  or  other  of  the  Council’s 
refuse  tips. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 
( excluding 
Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

dumber  killed  (if  known) 

3110 

222 

39 

3244 

12015 

— 

dumber  Inspected  . . 

3110 

222 

39 

3244 

12015 

— 

\11  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

1034 

8 

_ 

16 

291 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cy¬ 
sticerci  . 

33.24% 

3.60% 

0.49% 

2.42% 

rubercuiosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

___ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

91 

_ 

__ 

_ 

93 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2.92% 

_ 

_ 

0.77% 

Systicercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

12 

'arcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig¬ 
eration  . 

12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifications  (Corrected). 


No. 

No. 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

Dysentery 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

Measles 

231 

Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

21 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

Nil 

Jaundice.. 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  and 
booster  injections  given  during  the  last  five  years  in  respect  of 
Area  1. 


Year 

Primary  Injections 

Booster  Injections 

Totals 

Under 

1  % 

Age 

1-4 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

1959 

358 

50 

64 

15 

20 

53 

510 

1958 

305 

44 

61 

9 

53 

55 

483 

1957 

312 

45 

118 

86 

63 

543 

1,122 

1956 

390 

59 

132 

193 

44 

667 

1,426 

1955 

321 

51 

176 

151 

33 

573 

1,254 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  5  years  of  age)  during  the  last 
five  years  in  Area  No.  1. 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

No.  of  live  births  registered 

631 

662 

685 

694 

713 

No.  of  vaccinations  recorded 
(0-4  years) 

311 

421 

445 

449 

375 

Percentage  vaccinated 

.  49% 

64% 

65% 

65% 

53% 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  and 
booster  injections  given  in  Area  No.  1  since  the  introduction  of 
the  scheme  in  1956. 


PRIMARY 

BOOSTER 

Year 

Children 

Children 

under 

15  yrs. 

Adults 

Total 

under 

15  yrs. 

Adults 

Total 

1959 

1,759 

2,311 

4,070 

5,793 

1,231 

7,024 

1958 

6,665 

225 

6,890 

1,707 

— 

1,707 

1957 

1,166 

— 

1,166 

— 

— 

— 

1956 

167 

— 

167 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9,757 

2,536 

12,293 

7,500 

1,231 

8,731 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  are  the  Mortality  Rates  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Mortality  Rate  0.00  per  1,000  pop. 
Non-pulmonary  ,,  ,,  ,,  0.00  ,, 


Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1959,  and  December,  1958. 


Pulmonary 

Non - 

Pulmonary 

Total 

M  ales 

Fem. 

M  ales 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

31st  December,  1958 

30 

36 

19 

19 

49 

55 

31st  December,  1959 

32 

32 

18 

18 

50 

50 
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Comparative  Figures  for  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Notifications. 


Ages 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

1-  5  years  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

5-10  „  ..  .. 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10-15  „  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

20-25  „  . .  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  „  . .  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-65  „  . .  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications. 


Ages 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

L'  1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1-  5  years  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-15  . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-20  „  ..  .. 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

20-25  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25-35  „  . .  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

35-45  „  . .  . . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-65  . .  . . 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Over  65  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Measles. 

Measles  again  headed  the  list  of  notified  infectious  diseases 
with  231  cases,  virtually  the  same  as  last  year. 

I  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  that  work  in  the  United 
States  of  America  suggested  that  ultimately  it  would  be  possible 
to  develop  a  suitable  measles  vaccine.  Since  then  a  vaccine  has 
been  prepared  and  is,  I  understand,  under  trial  in  a  part  of  the 
U.S.A.  It  will  probably  be  some  time  before  one  becomes  avail¬ 
able  in  this  country,  but  ultimately  we  should  have  a  vaccine  to 
prevent  this  disease  of  childhood  which  is  not  without  its  com¬ 
plications  and  can  be  of  considerable  nuisance. 


Pneumonia. 

21  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  9  last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

14  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  5  last  year. 


Erysipelas. 

3  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  2  last  year. 

Both  erysipelas  and  scarlet  fever  are  streptococcal  infections 
and  cannot  be  regarded  with  equanimity  as  one  of  the  strains, 
Type  12,  is  frequently  a  cause  of  acute  nephritis — inflammation 
of  the  kidneys  ;  also  rheumatic  fever  is  a  complication  of  some 
other  cases.  Notification  of  scarlet  fever  has  been  criticised 
while  other  streptococcal  infections  in  the  throat  without  a  rash 
are  not  notifiable,  but  the  diagnosis  of  scarlet  fever  is  obvious 
because  of  the  rash,  and  this  gives  an  indication  of  the  distribution 
of  infection  which  would  otherwise  not  be  readily  obtained. 

Dysentery. 

3  cases  were  notified. 


Tuberculosis. 

2  cases  were  notified,  both  pulmonary,  compared  with  5 
pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary  last  year. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

1  case  was  notified  compared  with  12  last  year,  and  56  the 
previous  year.  These  figures  lend  support  to  the  hope  that  the 
disease  is  being  conquered  by  immunisation,  which  is  becoming 
much  commoner. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  there  were  no  cases  notified  of 
Poliomyelitis,  Food  Poisoning,  nor  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  im¬ 
munisation  campaign  can  justifiably  take  credit  for  the  first.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  second  welcome  record  will  be  maintained.  As 
far  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  concerned,  modern  methods  should 
keep  this  to  a  low  figure. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1 . — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Mjc. 

Number 

Number  of 

Mjc. 

Premises 

line 

No. 

on 

Register 

I  nspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

line 

No. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

i 

4 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

75 

38 

4 

_ 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

3 

15 

3 

TOTAL  . 

94 

38 

4 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found — 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prose¬ 

cutions 

were 

instituted 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(S.3) . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

6 

— 

— 

6 

(S.4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

7 

" 

i 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) — 

8 

8 

(a)  Insufficient 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

9 

i 

i 

— 

9 

tive  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

10 

2 

2 

— 

i 

— 

10 

sexes . 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

Offences  relating  to 

1 1 

11 

Outwork)  . 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL  .  .  .  . 

60 

4 

4 

— 

i 

— 

60 

During  1959  there  was  only  one  recorded  Outworker  in  the  district  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  Xmas  Crackers.  The  conditions  of  the  Outworker’s  premises  were 

satisfactory. 
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